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Interview Maria Doulton

English Translation.

(): Can you define “art jewellery"?

A: An art jewel can be defined as a wearable piece of art. [t is by its nature a one-
off and its artistic merit is usually of greater value than the materials used. Just
as a Rodin sculpture is not valued by the weight of the marble, likewise the value
of an art jewel lies in its creator’s talent. Art jewellery can be created by an artist
expanding his range: think of Kevin Coates and his Bestiary of Jewels or those
whao express themselves artistically through their jewels such as Giovanni
Corvaja of Italy or Gimel of Japan.

: Art jewellery is not new. Why do you think it is being talked about in London
so much recently?

A: The desire to own something truly individual, be it a record-breaking diamond
or a Picasso canvas, seems to be an ever-growing trend fuelled by new money
entering the world of collecting and the inevitable depletion of supplies. Art
jewellery is one of the few areas of art that is still relatively unexploited so
collectors are considering a Damien Hirst pendant or an Anish Kapoor ring as an
alternative. Jewels with a historical or famous provenance are achieving all time
highs at auction- think of the spectacular prices achieved for the Duchess of
Windsor and Elizabeth Taylor's jewellery - so it inevitable that collectors are
turning to new jewellery creations that are unigue and which set them apart.

[): Why are people attracted to art jewellery?

A: A jewel with a story is always more compelling than one made in a series. And
furthermaore, a jewel that captures an emotion or a moment is highly appealing
to a discerning collector. It is an art form on the smallest scale that is more than
just a jewel as you can have the pleasure of wearing it, which can't be said for a
painting,

(): Do you recommend purchasing a piece of art jewellery? Where can people
purchase it?

A: As with all art, the only reason you should buy is because you fall in love with
it- it speaks to youw. Perhaps it might be a good investment, perhaps not, but only
you will decide if you enjoy wearing it. Several galleries, including Louisa
Guinness and Elisabetta Cipriani in London, specialise in jewels by artists. The
main auction houses such as Christie’s and Sotheby’s often have interesting
pieces, as does the new online auction house Paddled. Masterpiece fair and
TEFAF in Maastricht are other good sources for art jewels.



