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The formidable expert behind the
mdzspenmbs’f UK. website The Jewellery
Editor—the ultimate news source aboul
all that glitters — turns her keen eye to the
1stdibs’ inventory.
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t may seem clichéd to describe the London-based EDITOR

jewelry and watch editor Maria Doulton as having
a twinkle in her eye since she does spend her
days examining items that glint and glitter. But it
can't be denied that her large green eyes light up
whenever she's discussing the rare world of tourmalines
and tourkillons, singing the praises of 2 newly discovered
designer or explaining the delights of attending the grand
Parisian collector's show the Biennale des Antiguaires.

16th June 2014
Aswith many people who are passionate abouttheirwork, 1o The Jewellery Editoe’s fint video of what ..h:
Doulton exudes infectious enthusiasm. Her knowledge of expect from Masierpitce 2014, Masia Dochos
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her subject is impressive, just stopping short of becoming ey s waches o gy daring London's

: i highty acticipased watch and jewellory v
intimidating. You could say that Doulton is the best sort
of teacher, sharing her expertise on her authoritative
website, The Jewellery Editor, with unassuming delight.

Maria Doulton’s website, The Jewellery Editor, covers everything
from news about avctions, exhibitions and fairs to celebrity and

bridal trends. Previous page: Doulton wears a necklace designed
by Jade Jagger, whom she recéently interviewed for her site.
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he daughter of 2 Hungarian mother and Anglo-
American father, Doulton led an itinerant
childhood spread across Kenya, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, the United States, Spain, Uruguay
and Mexico. Ewventually settling in London
where her husband works, Doulton started out writing
about watches before exploring fine jewelry for such
publications as the Anancial Times and the Telegraph.
She co-founded The Jewellery Editor in 2010 with fellow
expert Christine Pasquier and it has since become the go-
to online resource for insider news and expert commentary
on an industry that can often prove enigmatic. "So many
people love jewelry but there's actually not that much
information out there” says Doulton, "Everyone's quite
educated about fashion, but that's through & process of
osmaosis, as there's so much of it in newspapers and in
magazines. But that's not the case with jewelry”

Recently Doulton plumbed the inventory of 1stdibs for her
favorite statement pieces, engagement rings and must-
have watch, offering up tips and memeories along the way.

Clockwise from top right: Doulton interviewing jewelry designer
Jade Jagger; with art director and set designer Simon Costain at
Harrods in London; behind the scenes of a shoot at Harrods; Doul-
ton covering the 2014 Cannes Film Festival; relaxing in 5t. Barths
(photo by Scully Foto)



Where does your interest in jewelry
stem frﬂm?

My mother always loved collecting things. | remember in places
like Costa Rica she would take us with her to track down this
one particular glassblower, or we'd go to these remote villages
to find the one weaver who wove in a certain way. She loved
antiques, boring us to tears. But she generated an interest in
e to appreciate how things are made, as well as what is well
made — and what's not. She taught us not to have anything in
our lives that was disposable because we had to move arcund
so much, and so everything had to last

[ e - Maonkey pendeant in micromasaic,
e i ﬂ gold and diamond, by Maurizio
Floravanti, 2010, offered by Massoni
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tzavorite tassel ear pen-
dants, 2010, offered by FD
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2014, offered by Shreve,
Crump & Low
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What are the merits of collecting
vintage jewelry?
The variety of vintage styles out there is so impressive that

you really can find 2 one-of-a-kind piece that no one else
will be wearing — and every piece has a story to tell.

@ Vietorian diamond-and-
enamel hoop earrings, ca.

1BE0D, offered by A. Brandt + Son

@ Brooch in diamond,
pearl, ruby and gold, by
Carlo Giuliano, 1890s, offered
by Bentley & Skinner

MARIA'S PICKS: VINTAGE




What was your first piece o f
je we!ry?

| think it was a Mickey Mouse watch from my father when
| was about six. The hands came off in the cinema one day
in Montevideo, a2 very sad moment, My mother and father
gave me a diamond ring for my 18th birthday, but | preferred
taking jewels apart and having them re-made. So when |
trawvel, | try to buy stones. | came back from Cape Town with
blue topazes that became a ring, then a clip for a necklace,

What are the jewefry trends that
have longevity and that collectors
should kEEp in mind?

Aninterest in more unusually colored stones is definitely
a trend — rare stones or even stones that before wouldn't
have been considered for fine jewelry: There are 2 lot
more opals now; a really good amethyst could be the
centerpiece of a fine piece of jewelry; rutilated quartz,
too, or a tourmaline. It's an example of people accepting
new conventions and values of beauty.

ﬁ- Verdura Turban ring
» in diamond, rubel-
lite, tourmaline, gold and
platinum, 197035, offered

by Macklowe Gallery
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2013, offered by Tamir

PICKS: COLORED

@ Pink tourmall ne-
and-diamond ring,

STONES



“So many people love jewely
. bu there’s actually not-ifaty

g:l.tlbtuh Flms new vlde-ns
[y.l‘ I":E!‘ WEbsltE avery WE-Ek

iz Ma:‘.:terpie-ce London and
' ‘Baselworld 2014, a Swiss
watch and jewelry fair.



Do you have any rules for

wearing jewefry?

First of all, don't be frightened of it. Be as original
as you are with your clothes. All too often | see a
beautifully dressed woman wearing the absolute
cookie-cutter jewelry piece and watch, and | think,
"Mo!” There are so many much more exciting things
out there: You could choose something that you
really love, and, if it's different, people will ask you
about it, and you will always stand out. You'll never
look like everyone else. | also think you should wear
one big piece and not too many things at once.

Mexican enamel fish @ Woven necklace

o Necklace and earring set, by Solange Azagury-
by Margot de Taxco, ca. 1950, Partridge, 2074, offered by
offered by A. Brandt + 5on Robin Katz

MARIA'S PICKS: STATEMENT PIECES



Art Deco
@diamnmﬂ-
and-platinum ring,
19205, offerad by

Lawrence Jeffrey

%ﬁﬁmg $eASOn 1S Upon us:
Can you select a few favorite
engagement rings on rsidibs?

These are some vintage engagement rings
that are just charming and would make any
proposal so special. Then again, | alse found
four contemporary engagement rings that are
much more exciting than the standard dizmond
solitaire. There are few places where you can find
such a2 good selection of both vintage and new
engagement rings, and that really helps vou to
understand what style of ring you are after.

Margquise dia-

mond-and-plati-
num rlng, 2014, of-
fered by Julius Cohen
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Pink diamond-and-
platinum ring, 2014,
offered by Mally

MARIA'S PICKS: ENGAGEMENT BINGS




What else on 1stdibs has pariicufar{y
caugkf your eye Em‘esbf?

There are some gorgeous Belperron pieces. | love the
boldness of Belperron and her vision for jewelry, which
was well beyond what was happening around her at the
time. | like the Chevalier ring with 2 pearl daringly setin a
quartz dome = futuristic and ahead of its time.

The Jaeger-LeCoultre Reverso is timeless, too. Every
micron of the design is perfect and has endured for
decades. | think that's because the watch was built for
purpose, and the purity of this intent is evident in its clean
and functional lines, yet it's still handsome and elegant. |
am wearing mine on a lilac crocodile strap at the moment,
and | have had fuchsia, apple-green and baby-blue straps
in the past. They all look great against the timeless face of
the Reverso,

What | like is when | see something that is original,
something that's made with artistry. When you can see

the finely tailored details. Regardless of the style, that's
what makes something beautiful.

© See more of Maria’s Picks on 1stdibs
© Visit The Jewellery Editor
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@ Suzanne Belperron smuk_',l
quartz-and-pear] Chevaliere
ring, 1940, offered by FD

': Jaeger-LeCoultre yellaw=-gold
F Reverse wristwateh, ea. 2000,
offered by Alice Kwartler
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